ECONOMIES AND VALUES

at the Institute for Philosophy and History of Ideas
Spring 2011

Course Description
The course gives an overview of major works and figures from the sociological tradition that have contributed to developing ‘the economic’ as a social theme, in particular when they have linked it to questions about social values and norms. From Émile Durkheim and Max Weber in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, to Luc Boltanski and Michel Callon in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, theorists of sociology have tried to describe and explain how economic factors condition social life and how social factors condition economic life. This course will introduce students to contrasting sociological approaches to the topic, while also encouraging in class discussion and debate. 

The course will be running in the spring semester 2011 at the Institute for Philosophy and History of Ideas. Mondays from 9 am to 12 pm in building 1465, room 616. For any enquiries contact Patrick Cockburn at filpjlc@hum.au.dk

February 7th   
Introduction

February 14th   
Ways of studying the economy: abstraction, comparison, and  change

February 21st          
Beliefs, values and economic action: Max Weber

February 28th        
Morality and the division of labour: Emile Durkheim
March 7th                
Synthesising the classics: Talcott Parsons

March 14th   
Arguments over Legitimacy: E.P.Thompson and Quentin Skinner

March 21st   
Markets Past and Present: Karl Polanyi

March 28                     
Embeddedness: Mark Granovetter et al.
April 4th                 
Economics and Social reproduction: Pierre Bourdieu

April 11th                  
The Social meaning of Money: Viviana Zelizer  

May 2nd    

Justifying Capitalism: Luc Boltanski and Eve Chiapello

May 9th          
When economic theory forms economic reality: Michel Callon
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